
 

PASTOR’S PEN 
 

Dear friends and members of Sychar, 

 Please join us on May 17
th

 as we conduct confirmation services for six youth during our service.  The 

youth being confirmed are Sylvia Davey, Brandon Dow, Gunnar Frahm, Zach Lewis, Hunter Monson, and Nick 

Perfetto.  I am excited to confirm this group of young men and woman as it consists of a mix of kids who have 

been here for many years along with those who chose to go through the confirmation program at Sychar. 

 As we celebrate confirmation, it causes to reflect upon the purpose of confirmation for one’s faith life? 

The simple answer is that confirmation serves as a completion of one’s childhood religious instruction as they 

become a full member of the congregation.   

 Due to the nature of this important event in the life of our congregation, some further reflection would 

be helpful.  

 The history of confirmation is that its origins are kind of hard to pin down. Confirmation as we 

understand it wasn’t a phenomenon in the Early Church.  Although one could make the case that the Disciples 

on the day of Pentecost received confirmation.  The very earliest Christians would be baptized on the day before 

Easter then confirmed through the laying on of hands before finally receiving communion on the next day.  

Eastern Christians still have Baptism, Confirmation, and First Communion take place within the same day.  

Historians tend to date the origins of confirmation within the Western Church during the fifth to eight centuries.  

Confirmation’s origins were after Europe had been converted, very few adult Baptisms were taking place.  Due 

to the rise of infant baptism a time was needed for people to undergo spiritual catechesis (instruction) before 

becoming fully grown church members.  

 The age for confirmation was always somewhat subjective.  Thomas Aquinas, who is the most 

prominent theologian in Roman Catholic Church history, came up with age thirteen due to the belief that a child 

lacked the ability to determine their commitment to a Christian community before this point.  Confirmation age 

has ranged from about thirteen to eighteen as people have debated this age.    

 The earliest Lutherans were not in uniform agreement regarding confirmation and whether to keep, 

reform or abolish it.  Luther eventually began to advocate confirmation to as a way to prepare people for 

receiving Holy Communion.  Lutheran history kept seeing the age of confirmation pushed further back as 

people debate the age when one could worthily receive the Lord’s Supper.  Only within recent generations has a 

drive taken place to separate confirmation from First Communion.  I believe the separation of these two things 

is ultimately good since we don’t wish to associate receiving Communion with our sense of achievement such 

as passing confirmation.   

 The more important sacrament to consider in determining confirmation’s meaning is Baptism.  Where 

people often misunderstand confirmation is in relation to Baptism.  Confirmation does not determine the 

validity of your faith.  Faith is present within Baptism (Matthew 18:2-4).  We often misunderstand the 

following point when we think of knowledge and faith being the same thing.  For example, the Alzheimer's 

patients might not be able to express what they believe and why they believe it, yet they still possess faith.  

Confirmation does not complete Baptism.  Baptism is the act where we receive the inheritance of God’s 

promise.  We do not receive special or additional grace within confirmation.  Confirmation is rather the public 

acknowledgment of someone completing catechesis.  Confirmation is a public confession of faith given within 

one’s Baptism.   

 I believe the meaning of our Confirmation ceremony on May 17
th

 is to celebrate the participation of 

these young men and woman in the life of Sychar.  We stand in their presence as they repeat the vows made by 

their parents and the rest of the congregation on the day of their Baptism.  We also celebrate the rite of family 

passage both natural and church that takes place on this day.    

 

Best Wishes, 

Pastor Stew 

Pastor Stew’s Office Hours 

Tuesday: 8am – 12pm 

Wednesday: 10am – 12pm 

Thursday: 1pm – 5pm 

Or By Appointment 
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From the council president 
I write this Scroll article from the desert heat of Arizona.  However, I hear the weather in Minnesota is not too 

bad this weekend.  For the month of April the council has decided to postpone the council meeting until May.  

We had no business that was demanding of immediate attention and the only two elected officers, Jiggs 

Rathbone and I, were out of state on vacation.  

Before I left in March, Marc Davey said he thought he could fix the DIMMER SWITCH that has been a 

problem for a couple of months.  Now I understand that it has been fixed.  Thanks Marc.  So in February and 

March the board of operations has fixed the plumbing, electrical and the dimmer switch.  It has been a big 

investment but the church should see no problem in these areas for some time to come.  Total cost of these 

items was about $3600.  It could have been more but Mark Tibbets gave us a 25% discount on his labor.  Thank 

you Mark. 

One last thing as usual, please sign up for READER, GREETER, and USHERS.  The sign up boards are in the 

Narthex.  Thank you. 

God Bless,  

Merle McDonald 

Council President 

 

 

 

SLCW News 
Our charitable donation for April was sent to the Seafarer’s Center. 

 

It is Sychar’s turn to donate bars for the Credit Union Annual Meeting on April 21
st
.  The circles have been contacted and 

16 pans of bars will be brought to the teacher’s lounge at Kelley High.  

 

There will be a potluck dinner after worship on April 26.  Bring a hot dish or salad to share.  Let’s get together and 

welcome Spring! 

 

CIRCLE 3 serves in May. 

 

 

 

The people of Sychar 



Who we are 
The person next to you in the pew on Sunday may be your closest friend or someone you don’t know.  Perhaps 

you taught their children in school or Sunday school or are a neighbor, a past or present co-worker or a business 

associate.  This series: Who We Are, attempts to better acquaint you with your brothers and sisters in Christ, 

through sketches of the lives of our Sychar family members. 

 
PHILLIP AND CAROLYN HOULE 

 

Phil and Carolyn have deep roots in Lake County.  Carolyn grew up with two brothers in Two Harbors.  Phil’s 

family of five boys lived near Little Marais.  His father, Ragnvald, was a Lake County commissioner for 44 

years, his brother, Lloyd, the same for 20 years.  Phil’s mother was a member of the large Haveri family of 

Finland. 

 

The Houles met in high school in Two Harbors and were married nine days after Carolyn graduated in 1961.  

Before moving into a house in Silver Bay, they lived in the trailer court for a time, later moved their trailer to 

Finland.  Phil had various jobs: at a mink ranch, the Standard Station, mailman, before long employment for the 

Lake County Highway Department.  Carolyn loved being a stay-at-home mom. 

 

They joined Sychar in the 1960’s, Carolyn transferred from Emmanuel in Two Harbors and Phil took adult 

confirmation from Pastor Dirksen.  She has been on the Board of Public Relations and is active in her circle. 

 

Family is very important to Carolyn and Phil and they plan many activities with children and grandchildren.  

They have a cabin at Lax Lake, enjoy 4-wheeling, cards and puzzles, “family stuff”.  She likes to bake. 

 

There is a story having to do with Carolyn’s one time thought of becoming a beautician, some hair rollers and a 

visit from the pastor.  I’ll leave it to them to tell you about it. 

 

Phil is thinking about his upcoming 75
th

 birthday.  He and his friends (those with enough hair) are planning 

ducktail hair styles for the event. 

 
MARIE FREY 

The train carrying empty coal cars to a mine in Zap, North Dakota didn’t make it to its destination because there 

was something laying on the tracks.  That “something” was Marie Frey doing her part to support the strikers at 

the mine who were trying to unionize.  The strikers needed to keep the coal cars away to prevent “scabs” from 

loading them in the mine. 

 

Marie, a Brooklyn girl whose accent remains, married Walt Frey when she was sixteen.  They had only two 

dates, three months apart.  He was a sailor off his ship with a group of buddies.  In a subway, the person to 

whom they asked directions to the new Brooklyn Dodgers Cafe happened to be Marie’s father.  He showed 

them the way but also invited them home to dinner.  Only Walt accepted the invitation.  After they were 

married, Marie spent two and a half lonely years in Philadelphia while Walt completed his duty at sea. 

 

Their next home was in North Dakota before coming to Silver Bay in 1953.  They lived at Lax Lake and 

Murphy City in their trailer.  Walt worked for Galbreath during construction of the town site. 

 

Marie became involved in many activities as the town grew and she remains a busy person.  She was part of the 

formation of a community social group, started a Brownie troop when her daughter wanted to be in Scouts.  She 

was the first woman on the Silver Bay city council, a position she held for nine years, and became active in 

League of Women Voters and VFW Auxiliary.  For many years Marie has been on the local Board of Public 

Works, street commission division.  She volunteers at Knife River Day Activity Center and was a volunteer at 



the Veteran’s Home even before it opened.  Aside from other volunteer activities, Marie is hospital chairman, 

by appointment, for the state VFW department. 

 

An early member of Sychar, she has served on Board of Worship and SLCW and taught Sunday School for 

many years.  Years ago, many SLCW women smoked while having coffee after the meetings.  At one gathering 

someone asked, “Where are the ashtrays?”  Pastor Hill had confiscated them. “And they were good Fostoria 

ones”.  Soon afterward the council banned smoking in the building. 

 

Marie enjoys the time she spends at her computer, finding it a great pastime.   

 

 

 

Chili Cook-off Winners 
 

 

CREATIVE – Kathy Toland 

WHITE – Carol Tourila 

YOUTH – Sophie Pirsig 

SPICEY – Jenny Ramsdell 

FAMILY FRIENDLY – Doreen Nelson 

CORN BREAD – Carol Tourila 

 

OVERALL – Kathy Toland 

 

 

 

Prayers for the sheep 

Family of Mason DeRoiser; Guss Krake, Carol Johnson, Phil Amundson, Lorraine Hendrickson, Joe 

Fredrickson, Karl Jevning, Chris Strande, Sheri Stephensen, Diann Hodson, Shirley Hanner, Linda Stegmeir, 

Myrna Benoit, Deb MacMillian, Arnold Overby, Lyla Grace Santos, Don Hedin, Shirley Moschet, Pat LeBlanc, 

Angela Cook, Jake Anderson, Faith Gose, Roger Gale, Dave Huseby, Betty & Bob Oslund, Pam (Haldorson) 

Christiansen, Donna Dorrow, Larry Shanno, Cindy Milne, Betty Rabold, Lenore (Fralich) Skoglund, Pastor 

Robin Bjella, Steve Clarke, Harold Koepp, Michele (Bauman) Bernardy, Floyd Sve, Kent Shamblin, Peggy 

Holty, Jay French, Allen Zeitz, Dale Immerfall, Annette Wiskow, The Church of the Living Water and Pastor 

Transito; law enforcement, fire & ambulance personnel; & our military service men (Army: Lucas & Megan 

Milne, James Friddle; Navy: Kris Topp; Air Force: Sam Andrus) and women. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



May Birthdays 
1 Karen Rautio 

2 Sheri Stephensen 

3 Evelyn Beutow 

 Eleanor Fralich 

5 Carol Carter 

 Melanie Hangartner 

6 Bob Babbitt 

8 Joy Blanchard 

10 Rachel Dilley 

 Rebecca Dilley 

 Renee Frahm 

 

 

May Flowers 

 

May 3
rd

 – Given by Adrian and Marge Johnson in memory of their daughter Becky Mickelson. 

May 10
th

 – Given by Donna and Maury Johnson in honor of their children. 

May 17
th

 – Given by Betty Josephson and Family in memory of Laverne Josephson. 

May 24
th

 –STILL AVAILABLE. 

May 31
st
 – STILL AVAILABLE. 

 

 

 

Acolytes 

May 3
rd

  Gunnar Frahm 

  Nick Perfetto 

May 10
th

  Sylvia Davey 

May 17
th

  Zachary Lewis 

  Jarred LaBerge 

May 24
th

  Hunter Monson 

May 31
st
  Tim Perfetto 

 

 

Announcements 

 

FOOD SHELF 

Fill the box in the Narthex for your neighbors. Needs: Canned tomatoes, kidney beans, pork and beans, tomato soup, 

tomato sauce or paste, toothpaste, cake mix, saltine or graham crackers, 1 lb rice and pasta.  They are also in need 

of plastic grocery bags.  Please, no baby food, no home canned, outdated or opened items.  Questions - call Jenny at 226-

4444. 
 

 

 

Altar Guild 

Deb Johnson 

Jenalda Ranum 

12 Donald Thomspon 

14 Ashley Marcuson 

15 Mackenzie Lampton 

 Jennifer Van House 

 Marjorie Johnson 

18 Peggy Johnson 

21 Vickie Thompson 

22 Gloria Stern 

24 Mary Bauman 

26 Gary Zinter 

30 Smoke Benson 

31 Marie Kaiser 



HIPPA Privacy and Security 

Due to HIPPA Privacy and Security rules it is no longer customary for the hospitals to inform churches of 

patients and their status.  If you or a loved one is in the hospital and would like a pastoral visit please contact 

Pastor Stew or the church office as soon as possible. 

 

PASTOR STEW 

If you should need to contact Pastor Stew you can call him on his cell phone (651) 207-3939 or at home (218) 

226-3491 or at the office (218) 226-4424. 

 

Thank You 

We want to thank all of those who thought of us during the five weeks of Floyd’s hospitalization. The cards and 

phone calls were so uplifting and all your prayers have been heard since Floyd is now at home and doing well. 

There are still weeks of treatment, but we hope the worst is over. 

Floyd and Roberta Sve 
 

Council Minutes 

Council did not meet in the month of April so there weren’t any minutes to approve; they will be in next 

month’s scroll. 

 

 

 

 


